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PART II: READING AND WRITING                                                          (75 MARKS)  
 
PASSAGE 1: 
During a recent quiz, you were asked to read the passage about Charlie Chaplin and 
do the two tasks that follow. The award to the winner is a set of DVDs with Charlie’s 
films.  

                   Charlie Spencer Chaplin 
Charlie Spencer Chaplin was a comedian who became one of 

the biggest stars of the 20th century's silent-film era. He was 

born in London, on April 16, 1889. His rise to fame is a true rags-

to-riches story. His father, a notorious drinker, abandoned 

Chaplin, his mother and his older half-brother not long after 

Chaplin's birth. That left Chaplin and his brother in the hands of 

their mother, Lily Harley, a dancer and a music hall singer. 

 

Chaplin's mother was able to support her family for only a few years as she would 

later suffer severe mental issues and have to be committed to an asylum. In a 

performance that would introduce her youngest boy to the spotlight, Lily inexplicably 

lost her voice in the middle of a show, prompting the production manager to push the 

five-year-old Charlie onto the stage to replace her. Charlie lit up the audience, 

impressing them with his natural presence and comedic angle when he imitated his 

mother's cracking voice.   

 

Charlie Chaplin was an iconic figure of the silent-film era and one of film's first 

superstars, elevating the industry in a way few could have ever imagined.  In 1914 he 

made his film debut as The Little Tramp, a sweet little man with a bowler hat, 

moustache and cane. Over the next year, Chaplin appeared in 35 movies and was a 

superstar already. During the decade he made some landmark films, including The 

Kid (1921), The Pilgrim (1923), A Woman in Paris (1923), The Gold Rush (1925), a 

movie Chaplin would later say he wanted to be remembered by, and The Circus 

(1928). 

 

Chaplin kept creating interesting and engaging films in the 1930s. Modern Times 

(1936), a biting commentary about the state of the world's economic and political 

infrastructures was one of his most important works. Chaplin spoke loud in The Great 

Dictator (1940), which pointedly ridiculed the governments of Hitler and Mussolini.  

 

Chaplin’s romantic affairs led to his rebuke by some women's groups, which in turn 

led to him being barred from entering some U.S. states. As the Cold War age settled 

into existence, Chaplin didn't withhold his fire from injustices he saw taking place in 

the name of fighting Communism in his adopted country of the United States. He 

soon became a target of the right-wing conservatives. In 1952, he was deported from 

the USA and was not permitted to return unless he could prove "moral worth". The 
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incensed Chaplin said good-bye to the United States and took up residence on a 

small farm in Corsier-sur-Vevey, Switzerland. 

 

Chaplin married four times and had two children from his second wife, Lita Grey, who 

gave him two sons and another eight children from his last wife, Oona O'Neill, the 

daughter of playwright Eugene O'Neill. 

 

Nearing the end of his life, Chaplin did make one last visit to the United States in 

1972, when he was given an honorary Academy Award. In 1975, he received further 

recognition when he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth. 

 

In the early morning hours of December 25, 1977, Charlie Chaplin died at his home 

in Corsier-sur-Vevey, Vaud, Switzerland. His wife, Oona, and seven of his children 

were at his bedside at the time of his passing. 

 
                   Source: https://waldina.com/2017/04/16/happy-128th-birthday-charlie-chaplin/ 

                                    
A. For each of the questions (1-5) choose the best reply (a,b,c or d)  according 

to the passage.                                                                             (5x2=10 marks) 
                                                                                                         
 

1. The phrase ‘rags-to-riches’ in par. 1 means that Charlie Chaplin was____. 

a. very poor and became very rich 

b. unknown and became famous 

c. very poor and became a rag salesman 

d. unimportant and became very rich 

 

2. Charlie Chaplin’s first appearance on stage was____. 

a. the result of numerous rehearsals 

b. completely accidental 

c. well planned by a production manager  

d. approved by his father  

 

3. The phrase ‘was deported’ in paragraph 5 is closest in meaning to____. 

a. was sent away 

b. was fired  

c. was deleted 

    d. was abandoned  

 

4. Which of the following statements is true? 

a. Charlie Chaplin had great support from his family. 

b. Charlie Chaplin acted as a representative of right-wing conservatives. 

c. Charlie Chaplin was universally accepted. 

d. Charlie Chaplin protested against political and economic situations. 
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5. This passage cannot be found in a____. 

a. magazine 

b. blog 

c. website 

d. diary  

 
B. Some of the following statements about Charlie Chaplin’s life have been 
carelessly written and contain wrong information. Rewrite them to make them 
true according to the passage. Tick the correct one(s).                  (5x1=5 marks) 

 
1. Chaplin’s father left the family when Charlie was a teenager. 

 
2. Chaplin depressed the audience the first time he appeared on stage due to his 

mother’s cracking voice. 
 

3. Chaplin had children from two of his wives. 
 

4. In the film “The Great Dictator” Chaplin spoke highly of the governments of 
Hitler and Mussolini. 

 
5. He stopped fighting discrimination during the Cold War.   

 
PASSAGE 2: 
During an interview for the job of a magazine editor, you have been asked to 

read the article below and do the two tasks that follow. 

                          Are teenagers happy with their lives? 

Teenagers who feel part of a school community and enjoy good relations with their 

parents and teachers are more likely to perform better academically and be happier 

with their lives, according to the first OECD PISA assessment of students’ well-being. 

PISA 2015 Results analyses for the first time students’ motivation to perform well in 

school, their relationships with peers and teachers, their home life, and how they 

spend their time outside of school. The findings are based on a survey of 540,000 

students in 72 participating countries and economies who also completed the main 

OECD PISA 2015 test on science, mathematics and reading. 

 Many students are very anxious about school work and tests and the analysis 

reveals this is not related to the number of school hours or the frequency of tests but 

with how supportive they feel their teachers and schools to be: on average across 

OECD countries, 59% of students reported they often worry that taking a test will be 

difficult, and 66% reported feeling stressed about poor grades. Some 55% of 

students say they are very anxious for a test even if they are well prepared. In all 
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countries, girls reported greater schoolwork-related anxiety than boys; and anxiety 

about schoolwork, homework and tests is negatively related to performance. 

Teachers play a big role in creating the conditions for students’ well-being at school 

and governments should not define the role of teachers solely through the number of 

instruction hours. Happier students tend to report positive relations with their 

teachers. Students in schools where life satisfaction is above the national average 

reported a higher level of support from their teacher than students in schools where 

life satisfaction is below average. 

“These findings show how teachers, schools and parents can make a real difference 

to children’s well-being,” said OECD Chief of Staff Gabriela Ramos, launching the 

report in London. “Together they can help young people develop a sense of control 

over their future and the resilience they need to be successful in life. There is no 

secret; you perform better if you feel valued, if you feel well treated, if you are given a 

hand to succeed!” 

Parents can make a big difference too. Students whose parents reported “spending 

time just talking to my child”, “eating the main meal with my child around a table” or 

“discussing how well my child is doing at school” regularly were between 22% and 

39% more likely to report high levels of life satisfaction. The academic impact is also 

significant: students who spent time talking with their parents were two-thirds of a 

school year ahead in science learning, and even after accounting for socio-economic 

status, the advantage remains at one-third of a school year. 

The survey revealed that bullying was a major issue in schools, with a large 

proportion of students reporting being victims. On average across OECD countries, 

around 4% of students – roughly one per class – reported that they are hit or pushed 

at least a few times per month, a percentage that varies from 1% to 9.5% across 

countries. Bullying is lower in schools where students have positive relationships with 

their teachers. Parents need to be involved in school planning and responses to 

bullying, and schools need to collaborate with other institutions and services to put in 

place comprehensive prevention and response plans. 

(OECD: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/most-teenagers-happy-with-their-lives-but-schoolwork-anxiety-and-bullying-an-issue.ht 
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A. Decide if the following statements are True, False or Not Mentioned.     
                                                                                                               (4x1= 4 marks) 

 
TRUE FALSE 

NOT 
MENTIONED 

1. PISA has assessed the impact students’ well-

being has on their school performance. 

 

 

  

2. Stress from schoolwork seems to be higher in 

male students. 

 

 

.    

3. Teacher-student relationship quality 

influences student success as much as 

parents’ socio-economic status does. 

   

4. Rates of bullying incidents are higher in 

developed countries. 

   

 
B. Answer the following questions according to the passage. Write short 
answers using your own words as far as possible.                           (2x3=6 marks)                                            
 
1. How can parents contribute to improving their children’s school performance? 
 
2. When one talks about well-being of children, is one discussing satisfaction with 

school life, high performance at school, or personal contentment? Explain. 

 
PASSAGE 3:  
You work for a newspaper. The publishing director has given you some articles 
to read and summarise for him/her in order to choose the one to be published.                                                            
Read the following article about stress, and write a summary using about 100 
words.                                                              (15 marks)    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Stress is a widespread problem affecting the lives of millions of 

people across the world. No matter how old, young, healthy, 

intelligent or mature, stress can affect anyone and have 

detrimental effects. Elevated levels of the stress hormone, cortisol, 

has a massively harmful impact on our health and wellbeing.  

Yet, stress is not always negative. In fact there are two types of stress, Eustress and 

Distress. Eustress literally, means “good stress.” It is the kind of stress that motivates 

us, keeps us productive and creates a feeling of fulfilment. It pushes us out of our 

comfort zone, but in a good way as it helps us learn, grow, and get stronger. 

According to experts, eustress is a burst of energy that basically advises you on what 

to do. The senses suddenly have a laser-like focus so you can avoid physically 
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stressful situations such as jumping away from a moving car and be safe. 

Researchers also believe that stress can improve how our heart works and protect 

our body from infection.  

Distress on the other hand, refers to the negative aspects of stress, as an on-going 

sense of anxiety from which there is seldom relief. On-going, or chronic, stress can 

slow us down and inhibit us from doing the things we need to do. This type of stress 

is detrimental because we are constantly in a threatened state. Emotional stress that 

stays around for weeks or months can weaken the immune system and cause high 

blood pressure, fatigue, depression, anxiety and even heart disease. Chronic or 

major stressors are extremely bad for the brain and the body, possibly leading to 

depression and other mental health consequences, as well as physical health issues. 

Stress is an inevitable part of life, but you can improve the way you respond to stress 

and avoid or change some of the situations that create negative stress. It’s important 

to have good stress in your life. By making the effort to cut out as much chronic 

stress as possible, changing your perception of stress where you can and adding 

some positive activities that promote eustress, you can create a nice balance of good 

stress in your life. 

Adapted from: http://kimberlysnyder.com/blog/2014/03/21/can-tell-difference-good-stress-bad-stress/ 
                         http://upliftconnect.com/good-stress-bad-stress/ 
                         https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-wide-wide-world-psychology/201601/  
                         http://www.ulifeline.org/articles/450-good-stress-bad-stress 
 

WRITING TASK 1:                                                                                       (15 marks)                                                                                      

                                                                                    

A friend of yours has received some money which he/she plans to use 
either on travelling around the world or on buying a car. He/she asks 
for your opinion as to what to do.  
Write an email to your friend to help him/her decide on the best option. 

Write 120-150 words. 

 
WRITING TASK 2:                                                                                        (20 marks) 

“When people succeed in life, it is because of hard work and careful planning. Being 
lucky has nothing to do with success in life." 

 
Your teacher has asked you to prepare a talk based on the above quotation to inspire 

and encourage students to pursue their dreams.  

Your talk will be read to the students at the beginning of the school year.                            

                         Write 150 - 180 words   
  

-END OF EXAMINATION- 


